LEDA Town Hall:
The Voice of Generation Next
Scholar Biographies

Kayinsola Aibana hailsfrom Brooklyn,NY and isof Nigerian decent. Her family speaks Yoruba at
home Her family stressed thevalueof a srongwork ethicand a moral compass. It islittlesurprisethen that
Kanyinsola isan academic powerhouse, and her passon isscience which wasignited fiveyearsagowhen
her brather Tobi wasdiagnosed with autism.

Kanyinsola maintainsa superb averagedespitecaringfor her brother and significant involvementin
academic, extra-curricular and community activities Shewill attend Harvard University in thefall.

= Jose De Jesus Pesina isMexican-American and gewup in Brownsville TX. Jaetaught himsdf Endish at

theageof sx yearsold. Hecompeted in M ath competitionsthroughout thegateof Texasin high school and
hasbeen awarded $30, 000 in scholar ships. Jaeiscompleinghisfirs year at Harvard University asa Math
major. bsehopesto return back totheRio Grande Valley to hd p other underrepresented youngpeopleattend

\ ‘f highly sdectivecollegesand universitiesand sart a local LEDA program.

Jessica Tovar-M esa attends Dartmouth Collegein New HampshireN afar cry from her small
hometown of Lordsbourg New Mexico, wherethe number of resdentsislessthan thenumber of tatal
undergaduatesat Dartmouth. Jssica isatalented and passonate performanceartist: sheisa gfted
musician, singer and actor. Sheplaysthetrumpe in theDartmouth Wind Symphony and is
involved in theater. Jssica will bethefirg onein her family togaduatefrom college

Paul White gewvupin ahousngprojett in the Bronx. Hisfather and both ol der bratherswereincarcerated.
Hewas pushed by hissngemother to achievetheexcdlent education that shedid not. Paul isfuded by his
desireto nat beregarded asthetypical African-American youngman. Hewrotehiscollegeessay about the
experiencesand hindsi ght-baseswisdom of oneof hisolder brathersin hisPersonal Satement. That essay
wascondgdered for publication by a national literary agent. Paul wasalsofeatured in a New York Magazine

artidelast year. Paul ispresently a freshman at the University of Pennsylvania.

Disney Williams isNativeAlaskan and isa member of the Ketchikan Indian Community. Sheisatriple
sport athlete Sheiscaptain of both thevolleyball and basketball team and runstrack. Disney attends
Unalaska High School which islocated alongthechain of Aleutian Idands.

Disneyisan amazingsudent but gill findstimetobeinvolved in her local community. Sheisinvolved with
her regonal teen coundil, isPresident of theNati onal Honor Society and isVicePresident of theArt Club. She
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enjoyscommunity serviceand hd pingthoselessfortunate Shewasrecently awar ded the Spirit of Youth award for
advocati ngeultural nativeadivities. Disney will attend Sanford University thisFall.

Lukasz Zbylut aspirestobePresdent of Poland oneday. Hegew up in a small Polish town wherethe
main vocation is @ ass blowingOLukasz moved tothe USin junior high for acoessto better education
opportunity. Lukasz istheprimary trandator for his parentswho speak littleEndish. Despitethesefamilial
demands, Lukaszisinvolved in many extracurricular activities.

Heisa member of theModk Trial and Debateteamsand writesfor theschool newspaper. Lukasz hasalsobeen an
ingructor at hislocal Polish school. Hiswork wasrecognized by a local Polish ambassador. Lukasz wasrecently accepted
intoall of theoollegesheapplied to, indudingHarvard, Yale, Princeton, Sanford, Columbia and Dartmouth- to namea
few. Hewill attend Harvard University thisFall.
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