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LEDA Town Hal l : 

The Voi ce of Generat i on Next   
Schol ar  Bi ographi es 

 

Kayi nsol a Ai bana hails from Brooklyn, NY and is of Nigerian decent. Her family speaks Yoruba at 
home. Her family stressed the value of a strong work ethic and a moral compass. It is little surprise then that 
Kanyinsola is an academic powerhouse, and her passion is science, which was ignited five years ago when 
her brother Tobi was diagnosed with autism.  
Kanyinsola maintains a superb average despite caring for her brother and significant involvement in 
academic, extra-curricular and community activities. She will attend Harvard University in the fall.  

 
 
Jose De Jesus Pesi na is Mexican-American and grew up in Brownsville, TX. Jose taught himself English at 
the age of six years old. He competed in Math competitions throughout the state of Texas in high school and 
has been awarded $30, 000 in scholarships. Jose is completing his first year at Harvard University as a Math 
major. Jose hopes to return back to the Rio Grande Valley to help other underrepresented young people attend 
highly selective colleges and universities and start a local LEDA program.  

 
 

Jessi ca Tovar -M esa attends Dartmouth College in New HampshireÑ  a far cry from her small 
home town of Lordsbourg, New Mexico, where the number of residents is less than the number of total 
undergraduates at Dartmouth. Jessica is a talented and passionate performance artist: she is a gifted 
musician, singer and actor.  She plays the trumpet in the Dartmouth Wind Symphony and is 
involved in theater. Jessica will be the first one in her family to graduate from college. 
 

Paul  Whi te grew up in a housing project in the Bronx. His father and both older brothers were incarcerated. 
He was pushed by his single mother to achieve the excellent education that she did not. Paul is fueled by his 
desire to not be regarded as the typical African-American young man.  He wrote his college essay about the 
experiences and hindsight-bases wisdom of one of his older brothers in his Personal Statement. That essay 
was considered for publication by a national literary agent. Paul was also featured in a New York Magazine 

article last year. Paul is presently a freshman at the University of Pennsylvania.  
 
Di sney Wi l l i ams is Native Alaskan and is a member of the Ketchikan Indian Community. She is a triple 
sport athlete: She is captain of both the volleyball and basketball team and runs track.  Disney attends 
Unalaska High School which is located along the chain of Aleutian Islands.  
 
Disney is an amazing student but sti ll finds time to be involved in her local community. She is involved with 
her regional teen council, is President of the National Honor Society and is Vice President of the Art Club. She 
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enjoys community service and helping those less fortunate. She was recently awarded the Spirit of Youth award for 
advocating cultural native activities. Disney will attend Stanford University this Fall.  
 

 
Lukasz Zbyl ut  aspires to be President of Poland one day. He grew up in a small Polish town where the 
main vocation is Òglass blowingÓ. Lukasz moved to the US in junior high for access to better education 
opportunity. Lukasz is the primary translator for his parents who speak little English. Despite these familial 
demands, Lukasz is involved in many extracurricular activities.  
 

He is a member of the Mock Trial and Debate teams and writes for the school newspaper. Lukasz has also been an 
instructor at his local Polish school. His work was recognized by a local Polish ambassador. Lukasz was recently accepted 
into all of the colleges he applied to, including Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Stanford, Columbia and Dartmouth- to name a 
few. He will attend Harvard University this Fall.  
 
  


